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Tools of Exploration

Navigators used compasses to determine which direction they 
were traveling in.

Navigators needed to know latitude, in other words, how far 
above or below the equator they were. By measuring the sun’s 
angle above the horizon, a navigator could determine latitude 
using an astrolabe.

Navigators needed a replacement for the large, slow-moving 
cargo ships that carried goods and only traveled short 
distances. The caravel could move fast and was very 
maneuverable, meaning easy to turn and direct.



Why were we exploring? #1 short answer



What was Prince Henry’s contribution to
 exploration?
Short answer 3
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Information about his school

The school taught skills and subjects including 
mapmaking, shipbuilding, sailing, astronomy, and 
mathematics.
- Think about the center we did!



Explorers



Christopher Columbus



Christopher Columbus



Hernan Cortes 

Spanish Conquistador who led an 
expedition that caused the fall of the 
Aztec Empire. He claimed Mexico for 
Spain and stole a lot of gold, but 
mistreated many Natives in the 
process. 



Ponce De Leon

Juan Ponce de Leon was the first European to find Florida.



Marco Polo



Motivation to explore #10



Where did they explore on the map?



Spain and England



Columbian 
Exchange



Old world



New world



What did explorers Bring home from the New World?
The explorers discovered tomatoes, corn, peanuts, 
squash, potatoes, 
cocoa beans, pumpkins

What food did explorers 
bring to the New World?
The explorers brought lemons, pigs, chicken, cows, 
horses, coffee beans, bananas, onions, sugarcane,



Impact of the columbian Exchange 
Europeans 



Impact of the columbian Exchange 
Africans



Impact of the columbian Exchange Native 
Americans


